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Trishodadhi stood for a single instant, silent, gazing at that pair
with eyes that were suddenly filled to the very brim, first with
amazement, and then with anguish, and next with anger, and finally
with ice. And then he turned away, saying slowly to himself: Miserable
wretches, what after all is the use of astonishment, or pity for myself,
or even wrath with you?.......c..cccoeeenee And he went straight away,
there and then, never to return. And abandoning his wife and his office
and his home, counting them all as grass, he threw away his skin, like
a snhake, and becoming a pilgrim, turned his steps, without losing a

single instant, to the wilderness of the Windhya hills.
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And suddenly she laughed, and said “ ............. Come now, we will
go together, for | shall need thee to assist me, and overthrow this
mutterer, together with the mountain of his merit, by the favour of the
Elephant-headed deity; for | think, that there will be very little difficulty
in diverting his attention from his penance, after all : so little, that as
| will show thee by experiment, it is not | that will upset him, but, aided

by me, he will simply overturn himself.”
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And as Trishodadhi stood, struck with the thunderbolt of
stupefaction, he looked, and lo! Ruru also vanished, and instead of
him, Indra stood before him in the guise of a devotee. And he looked
with cold eyes upon Trishodadhi, and said very slowly “O Trishodadhi,
the wise strive for wisdom, and gain at least humility. But thine was
a false devotion, and could not stand the test. And now, as she said,
the mountain of thy merit is utterly annihilated, consumed in a single
instant of impure desire like a blade of dry grass in a forest
conflagration. And as experiment has proved, regret for the things of
sense was not extinct in thee, and the sparks of vanity and egoism
and delusion in the form of women lay lurking in the ashes of thy soul,
needing only a little breeze of recollection to fan them into flame. And
now thou hast allowed the sorrow for the loss of old mundane ties of
long ago to conquer thy desire of emancipation and break in upon thy
devotion to thy vow. And thou hast been guilty of sinister designs
against heaven, springing not from the seed of true and single-

hearted resignation, but selfishness and wounded vanity and malice.”
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Authorised
Hearing Care
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Avail FREE supply of batteries for a year
on purchase of hearing aids for this week.
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